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Goodbyes, courtesy
and simple choices

The fastest way to sound rude in Dutch is not

knowing how to leave.

The situation. A café goodbye becomes a ten-word
courtesy speedrun. And the same please changes with the
relationship.

I N S I D E  T H E S E  F I V E  P A G E S

02 Twelve words for leaving a room without sounding rude

03 The story: a café goodbye, done properly

04 Five exercises. Twelve minutes. Pen optional

05 All twenty words, your can-do list and the answer key

T O D AY  Y O U  W I L L

● Leave a conversation in four different ways

● Say thank you, yes, no and maybe

● Choose the right please for the person in front of you

● Point someone left or right without hesitating

1 3  M I N U T E S P E N  O P T I O N A L
Spreek Nederlands, zelfs als

je twijfelt.
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Twelve words you will
actually use today
Dutch big, English small. Read the Dutch first every time, then let your eye
drop to the English only if you need it.
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dag dakh
day, and a quick hello or goodbye

Dag Els, tot ziens!

Bye Els, see you!

goedendag khoo-duh-DAKH
good day

Goedendag, ik heet Noor.

Good day, my name is Noor.

tot ziens tot ZEENS
see you

Tot ziens! Tot morgen.

See you! Until tomorrow.

doei DOO-ee
bye

Doei Sam, tot morgen!

Bye Sam, see you tomorrow!

dank je wel DANK yuh vel
thank you

Koffie? Ja, dank je wel.

Coffee? Yes, thank you.

alsjeblieft ahl-shuh-BLEEFT
please, or here you are (friendly)

Hier, alsjeblieft.

Here you are.

alstublieft ahl-stu-BLEEFT
please, or here you are (formal)

De koffie, alstublieft.

The coffee, please.

ja yah
yes

Ja, ik ben nieuw hier.

Yes, I am new here.

nee nay
no

Nee, het is niet goed.

No, it is not good.

misschien mi-SKHEEN
maybe

Misschien morgen.

Maybe tomorrow.

links links
left

Links of rechts?

Left or right?

rechts rekhts
right

Het huis is rechts.

The house is on the right.

L E AV I N G ,  F R O M  WA R M  T O  F O R M A L

Dutch has a ladder of goodbyes. Pick by how well you know the
person and how final the goodbye is. Nobody will mind if you
stay one step too polite.

CASUAL doei · dag

POL ITE tot ziens · goedendag

T W O  P L E A S E S ,  O N E  W O R D

alsjeblieft and alstublieft are the same word wearing
different clothes. The je version is for friends, family
and anyone your own age. The u version is for
strangers, staff, older people and anyone you want to
treat with distance. Dutch people rarely correct you,
but they do notice.

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 2 OF 50 DUTCHFLUENCY.COM
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A café goodbye, done properly
Noor is leaving a café with a friend. Read it once for the shape. Read it again
out loud.
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01 Dank je wel voor de koffie.
Thank you for the coffee.

02 De koffie is goed hier.
The coffee is good here.

03 Links of rechts?
Left or right?

04 Rechts, denk ik.
Right, I think.

05 Ja... nee... misschien!
Yes... no... maybe!

06 Tegen een vriend zeg je alsjeblieft.
To a friend you say alsjeblieft.

07 Formeler zeg je alstublieft.
More formally you say alstublieft.

08 Tot ziens! Of gewoon: doei.
See you! Or simply: bye.

H E L P E R  W O R D S  I N  T H I S  S T O R Y

voor for de koffie the coffee denk ik I think tegen to, towards

een vriend a friend zeg je you say formeler more formally

gewoon simply, just

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F .  N O  S C R O L L I N G  B A C K .

01 Which please do you use with a friend?

02 Which one is the formal one?

03 Name the two goodbyes in the last line.

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 2 OF 50 ANSWERS ON PAGE 05
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Twelve minutes that
turn reading into speaking
Work down the page in order. Say everything out loud, even the writing tasks.
Quietly is fine.
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1 Shadow it 2  M I N

Say the eight story lines out loud three times. Slowly. Then at normal speed. Then with the page covered. Let the
goodbyes sound relaxed, not clipped.

2 Cover and recall 3  M I N

Cover page 2. Write the Dutch.

see you bye

thank you yes

no maybe

3 Friendly or formal 2  M I N

Circle the please that fits the person.

A friend hands you a pen alsjeblieft  /  alstublieft

You ask a waiter for the bill alsjeblieft  /  alstublieft

Your neighbour Els brings your post alsjeblieft  /  alstublieft

An officer asks for your ID alsjeblieft  /  alstublieft

4 Ja, nee of misschien 2  M I N

Answer out loud with one word. Your real answer, not the easy one.

Is de koffie goed? Ben je nieuw hier? Kom je morgen?

5 Write three real sentences 3  M I N

About your day. Not about Noor.

Dank je wel voor ______________________.

Misschien ______________________.

Tot ______________________!

The comment challenge

Go to today's Let's Go Dutch reel and comment one sentence using doei. One sentence. That
is the whole task. We reply to every single one.

doei

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 2 OF 50 FIFTY FIFTY. WE BUILD IT. YOU SHOW UP.
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All twenty words in
this lesson's world
You worked with twelve. Here is the whole set, including the eight the full
course lesson opens up for you.
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01

dag
day

02

goedendag
good day

03

tot ziens
see you

04

tot
until

05

doei
bye

06

alsjeblieft
here you are

07

alstublieft
here you are (formal)

08

alsjeblieft
please

09

dank je wel
thank you

10

ja
yes

11

nee
no

12

niet
not

13

roken
to smoke

14

wel
does, is (confirming)

15

misschien
maybe

16

links
left

17

rechts
right

18

of
or

19

en
and

20

jij
you

I  C A N  N O W

I can end a conversation in four ways

I can say thank you and mean it

I can answer yes, no or maybe

I can pick the right please for the person

I can send someone left or right

I F  Y O U  W A N T  M O R E  T O D AY

The other eight words live in the full lesson
Hear all twenty spoken, use them in the story, speak them back, take the quiz, and send the hard
ones to review. Scan to open lesson 2 of 50. No rush.

Follow Dutch Fluency and Let's Go Dutch. Fifty fifty. We build it. You show up.

A N S W E R  K E Y
2. tot ziens · doei · dank je wel · ja · nee · misschien | 3. alsjeblieft · alstublieft · alsjeblieft · alstublieft | 4. your own answers, one word each | Story checks:
alsjeblieft · alstublieft · tot ziens and doei

Say dank je wel out loud the next time someone hands
you anything.

→

Notice which please strangers use with you today. Copy
it back.

→

Leave one conversation with tot ziens instead of a wave.→

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 2 OF 50 · A0 TO A1 SPREEK NEDERLANDS, ZELFS ALS JE TWIJFELT.


