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LESSON 3 OF 50 - AO TO A1 - FREE WORKBOOK

Pronouns, polite
Dutch
and the verb zijn

Dutch gets easier the moment you stop
repeating people's names.

The situation. A group photo introduces the pronouns and
the one verb you cannot avoid. And zij means she or they.
Context decides, every time.

INSIDE THESE FIVE PAGES

02 Twelve words that let you stop repeating names

03 The story: a group photo, six people, one verb

04 Five exercises. Twelve minutes. Pen optional

05 All twenty words, your can-do list and the answer key

TODAY YOU WILL

@ Talk about someone without saying their name again
Use zijn with one person and with a whole room

Choose between jij and u without freezing

Hear which zij someone means
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LESSON 3 - THE WORDS

¥ Dutch Fluency

Twelve words you will
actually use today

Dutch big, English small. Read the Dutch first every time, then let your eye
drop to the English only if you need it.

je
you (casual)
Ben je nieuw hier?

Are you new here?
Zij

she, or they

Zij is blij.

She is happy.
jullie

you (more than one)

Jullie zijn leuk.

You are nice.
Zijn

to be

Wij zijn hier.

We are here.

leuk

nice, fun

Het huis is leuk.

The house is nice.

oud
old

De man is oud.

The man is old.

ZIJN, THE VERB YOU CANNOT AVOID

zijn means to be, and it changes shape with the person. Learn
these as whole phrases, not as a table to recite. Note that u
takes bent, the same as jij.

ik ben - jij bent - hij is - zij is

wij zijn - jullie zijn - zij zijn
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hij
he
Hij is jong.

He is young.

wij

we

Wij zijn studenten.

We are students.

u

you (formal)

U bent de leraar.

You are the teacher.
blij
happy

Ik ben blij.

| am happy.

mooi
beautiful

Amsterdam is mooi.

Amsterdam is beautiful.

de leraar

the teacher

De leraar is leuk.

The teacher is nice.

THE IJ SOUND

hij, zij, wij, blij and zijn all carry the same ij. It sounds like
the ay in say, never like ee. Get this one sound and a

third of this lesson starts sounding Dutch instead of
read aloud.
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%  Dutch Fluency LESSON 3 - THE STORY

One photo, six people
Noor shows you a photo from her new class. Read it once for the shape.
Read it again out loud.

Dit is de foto.
This is the photo.

Hij is jong.

He is young.

7ij is blij.

She is happy.

Wij zijn studenten.

We are students.

Jullie zijn leuk.

You are all nice.

En u? U bent de leraar.

And you? You are the teacher.

De leraar is oud, maar hij is leuk.

The teacher is old, but he is nice.

Zij zijn mijn vrienden.
They are my friends.

HELPER WORDS IN THIS STORY

de foto the photo studenten students mijn my vrienden friends

en and

CHECK YOURSELF. NO SCROLLING BACK.

In line 3, does zij mean she or they?

In line 8, does zij mean she or they?

Which word would you use for a teacher you just met?
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¥ Dutch Fluency LESSON 3 - DO IT

Twelve minutes that
turn reading into speaking

Work down the page in order. Say everything out loud, even the writing tasks.
Quietly is fine.

1 Shadow it 2 min

Say the eight story lines out loud three times. Slowly. Then at normal speed. Then with the page covered. Let every ij
sound like the ay in say.

2) Cover and recall s min
Cover page 2. Write the Dutch.

he she
we you (plural)
you (formal) happy

3) ben, bent, is or zijn 2 win

One verb, four shapes. Fill in the right one.

Ik  blij. Jij__ jong. Hij  oud. Wij_ _ hier. U __ deleraar.

4) She orthey 2w

Same word, two lives. The verb gives it away. Circle the meaning.

7ij is blij. she / they
Zij zijn leuk. she / they
Zij is de leraar. she / they

5) Write three real sentences : win

About people you actually know.

The comment challenge

Go to today's Let's Go Dutch reel and comment one sentence using hij. One sentence. That is the hl]

whole task. We reply to every single one.
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¥ Dutch Fluency LESSON 3 - THE FULL TWENTY

All twenty words in
this lesson's world

You worked with twelve. Here is the whole set, including the eight the full
course lesson opens up for you.

je hij Zij 7e
you he she she
wij we jullie Zij
we we you (plural) they
ze u zijn de leraar
they you (formal) to be the teacher
blij leuk mooi oud
happy nice, fun pretty old
jong de voetballer de premier de student
young the footballer the prime minister the student
I CAN NOW IF YOU WANT MORE TODAY
(] !can talk about someone without repeating their name Describe three people you saw today, in your head, using
L . hij or zij.
(] Ican use zijn with one person and with many ) )
. Say ik ben blij out loud once. Even if you have to fake it.
(] |can tell the two zij apart by the verb y J ¢
(] !canchoose between jij and u without freezing Nohcg st et el sy [T @ L e pou iedy:
Copy it back.
(] Ican call someone young, old, happy or nice

The other eight words live in the full lesson

Hear all twenty spoken, use them in the story, speak them back, take the quiz, and send the hard

ones to review. Scan to open lesson 3 of 50. No rush.

Follow Dutch Fluency and Let's Go Dutch. Fifty fifty. We build it. You show up.

ANSWER KEY
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