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Reasons, streets
and transport
You miss the train, your bike is broken, and

Dutch is suddenly urgent.

The situation. A commuter picks a way across the city and
explains every decision. Two words mean because, and they
do not sit in the same place.

I N S I D E  T H E S E  F I V E  P A G E S

02 Twelve words: two becauses and ten ways to cross a city

03 The story: a broken bike and a busy street

04 Five exercises. Thirteen minutes. Pen optional

05 All twenty words, your can-do list and the answer key

T O D AY  Y O U  W I L L

● Give a reason in two different ways

● Name seven ways to cross a Dutch city

● Hear where the verb lands after omdat

● Say that your bike is broken, which you will need

1 4  M I N U T E S P E N  O P T I O N A L
Spreek Nederlands, zelfs als

je twijfelt.
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Twelve words you will
actually use today
Dutch big, English small. Read the Dutch first every time, then let your eye
drop to the English only if you need it.
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want vahnt
because (easy one)

Ik neem de bus, want mijn fiets is kapot.

I am taking the bus, because my bike is broken.

omdat om-DAHT
because (moves the verb)

Ik loop, omdat de bus niet komt.

I am walking, because the bus is not coming.

maar mahr
but

De trein is snel, maar duur.

The train is fast, but expensive.

de fiets duh FEETS
the bike

Mijn fiets is kapot.

My bike is broken.

de auto duh OW-toh
the car

Ik ga niet met de auto.

I am not going by car.

de bus duh BUS
the bus

De bus is laat.

The bus is late.

de trein duh TRAIN
the train

De trein vertrekt.

The train is leaving.

de tram duh TREM
the tram

Neem de tram.

Take the tram.

de halte duh HAHL-tuh
the stop

De halte is hier.

The stop is here.

het station ut stah-SHON
the station

Waar is het station?

Where is the station?

de straat duh STRAHT
the street

De straat is druk.

The street is busy.

het vliegtuig ut VLEEKH-tuykh
the plane

Het vliegtuig is duur.

The plane is expensive.

W H E R E  T H E  V E R B  L A N D S

This is the one piece of structure in this lesson. Read both lines
out loud and listen to where is falls. That movement is the whole
rule.

WANT ..., want mijn fiets is kapot

OMDAT ..., omdat mijn fiets kapot is

WA N T  A N D  O M D AT ,  T H E  R E A L
D I F F E R E N C E

Both mean because. After want the sentence carries
on in normal order: ik neem de bus, want mijn fiets is
kapot. After omdat the verb slides to the very end: ik
loop, omdat de bus niet komt. Lean on want while you
get comfortable. Nobody at this level will mind.
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A broken bike and a busy street
Noor has to get across the city and nothing is cooperating. Read it once for
the shape. Read it again out loud.
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01 Ik neem de bus, want mijn fiets is kapot.
I am taking the bus, because my bike is broken.

02 De halte is in de straat.
The stop is in the street.

03 De bus is laat.
The bus is late.

04 Ik ga niet met de auto, omdat de straat druk is.
I am not going by car, because the street is busy.

05 Maar de trein vertrekt vanaf het station.
But the train leaves from the station.

06 Hoe laat? En waar precies?
At what time? And where exactly?

07 Met de tram naar het station.
By tram to the station.

08 Tot ziens, fiets.
Goodbye, bike.

H E L P E R  W O R D S  I N  T H I S  S T O R Y

neem take kapot broken laat late ga go met by, with druk busy

vertrekt departs vanaf from naar to precies exactly

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F .  N O  S C R O L L I N G  B A C K .

01 Why is Noor taking the bus?

02 Why not the car?

03 Where does the train leave from?
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Thirteen minutes that
turn reading into speaking
Work down the page in order. Say everything out loud, even the writing tasks.
Quietly is fine.
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1 Shadow it 2  M I N

Say the eight story lines out loud three times. Slowly. Then at normal speed. Then with the page covered. Pause slightly
before want and before omdat.

2 Cover and recall 3  M I N

Cover page 2. Write the Dutch.

the bike the train

the bus the street

the station but

3 want or omdat 3  M I N

Look at where the verb already sits, then pick the connector that fits it. This is the whole lesson in three lines.

Ik loop, ____ mijn fiets kapot is. want  /  omdat

Ik loop, ____ mijn fiets is kapot. want  /  omdat

Ik neem de tram, ____ de straat druk is. want  /  omdat

4 Name the transport 2  M I N

Answer in Dutch, out loud, with the article.

two wheels: ____ on rails: ____ in the air: ____

5 Write three real sentences 3  M I N

About how you actually got somewhere this week.

Ik ga met ______________________.

Ik neem de trein, want ______________________.

Mijn fiets is ______________________.

The comment challenge

Go to today's Let's Go Dutch reel and comment one sentence using omdat. Push the verb
to the end if you dare. One sentence. We reply to every single one.

omdat
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All twenty words in
this lesson's world
You worked with twelve. Here is the whole set, including the eight the full
course lesson opens up for you.
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01

want
because

02

omdat
because

03

maar
but

04

behalve
except

05

de fiets
the bike

06

de straat
the street

07

de weg
the road

08

de snelweg
the motorway

09

de auto
the car

10

de bus
the bus

11

de trein
the train

12

de tram
the tram

13

de halte
the stop

14

de metro
the metro

15

de boot
the boat

16

het vliegtuig
the plane

17

het vliegveld
the airport

18

de haven
the port

19

het station
the station

20

het kantoor
the office

I  C A N  N O W

I can give a reason in two different ways

I can name seven ways to cross a Dutch city

I can hear where the verb lands after omdat

I can say that my bike is broken

I can ask where the station is

I F  Y O U  W A N T  M O R E  T O D AY

The other eight words live in the full lesson
Hear all twenty spoken, use them in the story, speak them back, take the quiz, and send the hard
ones to review. Scan to open lesson 7 of 50. No rush.

Follow Dutch Fluency and Let's Go Dutch. Fifty fifty. We build it. You show up.

A N S W E R  K E Y
2. de fiets · de trein · de bus · de straat · het station · maar | 3. omdat · want · omdat | 4. de fiets · de trein · het vliegtuig | Story checks: haar fiets is kapot · de
straat is druk · vanaf het station

Explain one real decision today using want. Out loud.→

Then say the same sentence with omdat and move the
verb to the end.

→

Name every vehicle you pass on the way home.→
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