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Position, direction
and
asking the time
Being five minutes late in Dutch starts with

understanding half four.

The situation. A clock and a moving person demonstrate
position and time. Dutch half four means 3:30, not 4:30.

I N S I D E  T H E S E  F I V E  P A G E S

02 Twelve words: positions, directions and the clock question

03 The story: late, but Dutch-late

04 Five exercises. Thirteen minutes. Pen optional

05 All twenty words, your can-do list and the answer key

T O D AY  Y O U  W I L L

● Ask the time and survive the answer

● Break the half vier trap once and for all

● Learn ten tiny words that steer every Dutch day

● Say where you are: inside, outside, near, between

1 3  M I N U T E S P E N  O P T I O N A L
Spreek Nederlands, zelfs als

je twijfelt.
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Twelve words you will
actually use today
Dutch big, English small. Read the Dutch first every time, then let your eye
drop to the English only if you need it.
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op op
on, on top of

De koffie staat op de tafel.

The coffee is on the table.

tussen TUS-sun
between

Tussen twee en drie.

Between two and three.

bij bay
at, near

Ik ben bij de halte.

I am at the stop.

binnen BIN-nun
inside

Binnen is het warm.

Inside it is warm.

buiten BOW-tun
outside

Buiten is het koud.

Outside it is cold.

zonder ZON-dur
without

Zonder koffie? Nee.

Without coffee? No.

voor vohr
before

Voor het werk: koffie.

Before work: coffee.

na nah
after

Na het werk: markt.

After work: market.

om om
at (clock time)

Om drie uur.

At three o'clock.

hoe laat is het? hoo LAHT is ut
what time is it?

Hoe laat is het? Half vier.

What time is it? Half past three.

de klok duh KLOK
the clock

De klok is boven de deur.

The clock is above the door.

half vier hahlf FEER
half past three (3:30)

Half vier is drie uur dertig.

Half vier is three thirty.

T H E  H A L F  V I E R  T R A P

Read both lines out loud. The second one is the truth. Dutch
counts toward the NEXT hour, English looks back at the last one.

Y O U  T H I N K half vier = 4:30 (wrong)

D U T C H  M E A N S half vier = 3:30 (halfway TO four)

T I N Y  W O R D S ,  T O TA L  C O N T R O L

om owns clock times: om drie uur, om half vier. voor
and na sit around events: voor het werk, na de lunch.
And the famous trap: Dutch looks half an hour AHEAD.
half vier means halfway TO four, so 3:30. Miss this and
you are early for exactly one meeting in your life, then
never again.

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 14 OF 50 DUTCHFLUENCY.COM
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Late, but Dutch-late
One appointment, one clock, one trap. Read it once for the shape. Read it
again out loud.
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01 Hoe laat is het?
What time is it?

02 Half vier. De afspraak is om vier uur.
Half past three. The appointment is at four o'clock.

03 Binnen is het warm, buiten is het nat.
Inside it is warm, outside it is wet.

04 De halte is bij de brug, tussen twee winkels.
The stop is by the bridge, between two shops.

05 Zonder jas? Nee. Het is koud.
Without a coat? No. It is cold.

06 Voor de afspraak: koffie. Na de afspraak: markt.
Before the appointment: coffee. After the appointment: market.

07 De klok op de toren is oud.
The clock on the tower is old.

08 Om vier uur precies ben ik er. Half vier is geen vier uur.
At four exactly I am there. Half vier is not four o'clock.

H E L P E R  W O R D S  I N  T H I S  S T O R Y

de afspraak the appointment nat wet de halte the stop de brug the bridge

de winkel, winkels the shop, shops de jas the coat de toren the tower

oud old precies exactly geen not a, no

C H E C K  Y O U R S E L F .  N O  S C R O L L I N G  B A C K .

01 What time is the appointment?

02 Where is the stop?

03 Is half vier four o'clock?

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 14 OF 50 ANSWERS ON PAGE 05
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Thirteen minutes that
defuse the half vier trap
Work down the page in order. Say everything out loud, even the writing tasks.
Quietly is fine.
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1 Shadow it 2  M I N

Say the eight story lines out loud three times. Slowly. Then at normal speed. Tap the table on every om, voor and na.

2 Cover and recall 3  M I N

Cover page 2. Write the Dutch.

inside outside

between without

after the clock

3 Beat the clock 3  M I N

The whole lesson in three picks. Say the full answer out loud.

half vier = ____ 3:30  /  4:30

Ik kom ____ drie uur. (clock time) om  /  op

Het regent. Ik blijf ____. binnen  /  buiten

4 Finish it 2  M I N

Write the Dutch answer, out loud first.

opposite of binnen: ____ opposite of met: ____

the meeting is AT four: ____ vier uur

5 Write three real sentences 3  M I N

Your real appointments, your real coffee, your real clock.

Mijn afspraak is om ______________________.

Ik drink koffie zonder ______________________.

Half acht is ______________________ (write the real time).

The comment challenge

Go to today's Let's Go Dutch reel and comment one time the Dutch way: half acht, om
zes uur, whatever your day holds. Bonus respect for using half correctly. We reply to
every single one.

half vier

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 14 OF 50 FIFTY FIFTY. WE BUILD IT. YOU SHOW UP.
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All twenty words in
this lesson's world
You worked with twelve. Here is the whole set, including the eight the full
course lesson opens up for you.
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01

op
at, on top

02

tussen
between

03

het midden
the middle

04

over
about

05

over
over

06

bij
at, near

07

binnen
inside

08

buiten
outside

09

tegen
against

10

rond
around

11

sinds
since

12

zonder
without

13

voor
before

14

na
after

15

om
at

16

hoe laat?
what time?

17

hoe laat is het?
what time is it?

18

de klok
the clock

19

het uur
the hour

20

half vier
half past three

I  C A N  N O W

I can ask what time it is

I can decode half vier as 3:30, forever

I can place myself binnen, buiten, bij and tussen

I can use om for every clock time

I can say before and after with voor and na

I F  Y O U  W A N T  M O R E  T O D AY

The other eight words live in the full lesson
Hear all twenty spoken, use them in the story, speak them back, take the quiz, and send the hard
ones to review. Scan to open lesson 14 of 50. No rush.

Follow Dutch Fluency and Let's Go Dutch. Fifty fifty. We build it. You show up.

A N S W E R  K E Y
2. binnen · buiten · tussen · zonder · na · de klok | 3. 3:30 · om · binnen | 4. buiten · zonder · om | Story checks: om vier uur · bij de brug, tussen twee winkels ·
nee, half vier is drie uur dertig

Next time someone says a time, repeat it in Dutch.→

Say where you are right now with two position words.→

Set one appointment today and say it with om.→

LET'S GO DUTCH · LESSON 14 OF 50 · A0 TO A1 SPREEK NEDERLANDS, ZELFS ALS JE TWIJFELT.


